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Where California goes…
so goes the world
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The Verifiable Credentials Policy Committee (VCPC) promotes the 
benefits of Web3 technology to contribute to the public good and bring 
wider public adoption.

VCPC promotes policy and education that supports portable identity and 
trust frameworks.  

Members of the VCPC include many companies working on or with 
products related to portable identity and trust governance frameworks.

The Policy Committee engages with legislators, drafts policy proposals, 
and organizes education initiatives to convene government and industry 
leaders.  
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In 2018, California took its first step into the use and regulation of blockchain 
technology for itself, its businesses and residents. AB 2658 (Calderon, 
Chapter 875, Statutes of 2018, G.C. 11546.9 requires that the Secretary of 
the Government Operations Agency appoint a blockchain technology working 
group and chairperson by July 1, 2019.

This group is charged with:
• Evaluating blockchain uses, risks, benefits, legal implications, and best 

practices;
• Defining the term blockchain; and
• Recommending amendments to other statutes that may be impacted by 

blockchain.

In the beginning - 2018 
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https://www.govops.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/11/2021/06/BWG-Final-Report-2020-July1.pdf



AB2004 (2019)
AB 2004 (2019): BAC's Verifiable Credentials Committee worked on legislation to propose 
COVID-19 results be issued via verifiable credential technology.  

“Assembly Bill 2004 would confirm that verified credentials are an acceptable form of 
test results and create a working group to develop standards for their use. The 
independent and industry expert-led Blockchain Working Group, which was established 
under the Governor’s Government Operations Agency, endorsed AB 2004 as a common 
sense and innovative solution in protecting against forgery.” 

 - Cal Matters Article 

This passed unanimously through the legislature, but the bill was vetoed given cost impacts 
on the Dept. of Public Health.
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https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB2004
https://calmatters.org/commentary/my-turn/2020/09/legislation-offers-solution-to-safely-store-covid-19-testing-data-critical-information/


AB2004 (2019)
Private access to personal data

AB 2004 (2019): BAC's Verifiable Credentials Committee worked on legislation to propose COVID-19 results be issued via verifiable 

credential technology. This passed unanimously through the legislature, but the bill was vetoed given cost impacts on the Dept. of Public 

Health.

Allow COVID-19 Credentials to be 
issued via blockchain / verifiable 
credentials
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https://calmatters.org/commentary/my-turn/2020/09/legislation-offers-solution-to-safely-store-covid-19-testing-data-critical-information/


SB1190 (2022) Trust Framework
CA Trust Framework (2022): The VC Committee worked with the Legislature on a CA Trust 
Framework and pilot program for issuing high school transcripts via verifiable credentials. 

On or before January 1, 2024, this bill would require the Department of 
Technology to create a California Trust Framework to provide industry 
standards and best practices regarding the issuance of credentials to verify 
information about a person or a legal entity. The bill would require the 
California Trust Framework to be designed, to the greatest extent possible, to 
be interoperable with other government trust and governance frameworks for 
verifiable credentials. 

This bill was made into a two-year effort suspended in fiscal committee and if enough support 
and consensus, BAC looks forward to reintroducing in 2023.
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https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB1190


SB 1190 (2022) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7udQjSvrjxE

B 
A 
C

9

From the Committee Hearing 



SB 786 (2022) Storage and 
remittance of Vital Records 
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SB 786:  BAC worked with the CA County Assessors Association to 
sponsor legislation that allows vital records (death, marriage, birth 
certificates) to be issued via verifiable credential technology. 

This bill was signed by the Governor in Sept 2022.

Summary from Assembly Privacy Committee

http://www.apple.com
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Before
All certified copies of birth, death, and marriage 

records issued pursuant to Section 103525 shall 
be printed on chemically sensitized security 
paper that measures 81⁄2 inches by 11 inches 
and that has the following features:  

(1) Intaglio print 
(2) Latent image. 
(3) Fluorescent, consecutive numbering with 

matching barcode.  
(4) Microprint line. 
(5) Prismatic printing. 
(6) Watermark.  
(7) Void pantograph. 
(8) Fluorescent security threads. 
(9) Fluorescent fibers. 
(10) Any other security features deemed 

necessary by the State Registrar. 

After
In addition to the method required by subdivision (b), upon 
request, a county recorder may issue a certified copy of a 
birth, death, or marriage record issued pursuant to Section 
103525 by means of verifiable credential using 
blockchain technology. 
A county recorder that issues a certified copy of a birth, 
death, or marriage record pursuant to paragraph (1) shall 
ensure that the release of the copy is subject to technical 
safeguards sufficient to prevent fraud, and to protect the 
document and its contents from unauthorized or illegal 
access, destruction, use, modification, and disclosure.

(3) For purposes of this subdivision, “blockchain 
technology” means a decentralized data system, in which 
the data stored is mathematically verifiable, that uses 
distributed ledgers or databases to store specialized data 
in the permanent order of transactions recorded.

(4) For purposes of this subdivision, “verifiable 
credential” means a cryptographically secure set of 
information that is both of the following:


(A) Created in accordance with open standards that 
comply with all existing privacy protections.


(B) Shared through a user-controlled, portable 
means that can be authenticated through publicly 
available services.
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In May 2022, Governor Gavin Newsom issued Executive Order 
N-9-22 (EO) to ensure California engages early and proactively 
with nascent blockchain and Web3 industries, with the goal of 
ensuring continued consumer protections, innovation, job growth, 
advancing equity and regulatory clarity, among other strategic 
outcomes. 

The interagency report provides six recommendations as we 
continue the work of the EO.

Page 25 
The DMV is also exploring improvements to state-issued 
credentials. Potential use cases include taking existing forms, 
placards, licenses, or other physical products issued by the DMV, 
and enhancing and/or reinventing them by adding blockchain-
based forms of fraud prevention. 

 Digital signatures and other verification procedures could be used 
to ensure that issuing and tracking these types of products is safer 
and more efficient.  

In late 2022 and early 2023, the DMV anticipates proving the utility 
of these use cases by piloting new disabled placards, new 
credentials for tracking driver safety courses, and driver’s licenses.

https://www.govops.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/11/2022/12/Blockchain-Report-12-2-22.pdf

December 2022



Looking ahead: Let's bring 
innovation to California.

Trust Framework

Generate a proposed Trust 
Framework for the State of 
California with local legislators 
for possibly Bill proposal in 
2023.

DMV Pilot test

California's Digital Driver's 
License: Track California's DMV 
digital driver license pilot to 
inform public comments and 
provide feedback to regulators, 
with a goal of expanding into 
new uses cases. 

Legislator Engagement 
Series

Launch a Trust Framework 
education series with staff of 
California State Legislators to 
inform bill drafting and regulations 
for 2023 and 2024. 
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https://www.govtech.com/fs/california-moves-to-test-new-digital-drivers-licenses
https://www.govtech.com/fs/california-moves-to-test-new-digital-drivers-licenses


Policy
Working with members of the 
CA state legislature to propose 
and monitor Web3-related 
legislation.

Building off the legislative 
sucesses in 2022 and looking 
for the next best use case to 
identify for Government via 
legislation

Convening

Bringing together government 
officials and industry members 
in roundtables to lead relevant 
discussions.

BAC is organizing a Blockchain 
101 in Sacramento for 
legislators and their staff.

Public
Host public events with 
industry partners to educate 
and engage with the 
community.

BAC is designing public 
events. The goal is to work 
with a range of industry 
partners.  
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Why California?

● California is the world’s 5th largest economy. Legislation here has a national 
and global impact. 

● There are 535 voting members of Congress. CA has 120. We can move policy 
initiatives more quickly, without Congressional gridlock.  

● We work with the US Blockchain Coalition to keep a pulse on what’s 
happening in at least 40 states. This helps inform us on lessons learned as bills 
are introduced throughout the country  

● We also coordinate with CA’s congressional delegation, and hosted a fireside 
chat with Congressman Ro Khanna and have hosted Senator Padilla’s office. 



Membership Packages
FounderM

ember
Executive
Member

Industry
Member

Community 
Member*

US Blockchain Coalition Coverage

Individual emails for high priority legislation or policy issues

Quarterly Strategy & Leadership Meetings 

Participate in BAC Working Groups 

Thought Leadership Opportunities (e.g., hosting roundtables, speaking 
opportunities, and other activities)

Quarterly Meetings

California Legislation Coverage

Access to Monthly Policy Updates 

*See details to qualify
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Community Member
BAC is a coalition of Web3 entities located in or doing business in California, building with California values. To support the 
development of our ecosystem, BAC knows that we need to create opportunities for a variety of different organizations to 
participate. Community partners include startups, nonprofits, community projects, and academic entities. These members 
want to be involved, access information, and participate in an ecosystem where they can build their businesses, network, 
and connections. 

$5,000.00 level
• Businesses with more than 10 employees

$2,500.00 level the organization must be a:
• Business with less than 10 employees; or,
• Nonprofit or academic organization of any size.

For startups, community projects, & supporters

• Connections and networking opportunities
• Access to BAC-sponsored events  
• Participate in BAC initiatives
• Company logo displayed on BAC website 
• Access to Monthly policy updates
• Access to BAC Annual Lobby Day
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GET IN
TOUCHinfo@blockadvocacy.com

blockadvocacy.org
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https://blockadvocacy.org

